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184 Book Reviews m. v. h. b. 

In 1849, Isaac W. Stuart published a voluminous work quite uncritical 
in its approach to the subject and expanded to an inordinate length by 
a diffuse and highly rhetorical style. The reader of this new biography 
will be grateful to its author for telling the story in about half the space 
required by his predecessor and in a plain, straightforward style. Mr. 
Trumbull has used some new material, though in the main his sources are 
the same as those used by Stuart. He has also been conscientiously on 
his guard against the pitfalls which beset a family biography. Of most 
direct interest to most readers of this journal are the chapters dealing 
with the Wyoming controversy. 

Notwithstanding its solid virtues, the book leaves something to be 
desired, whether from a literary or a scientific point of view. There are 
too many long quotations from formal documents, some of which add 
comparatively little to the information of the reader. Wider reading of 
recent books on the genesis of the revolution would have saved the writer 
from some errors and would have enabled him to give a more adequate 
setting for the old governor's career. Notwithstanding his obvious effort 
to be fair, he could not quite escape the prepossessions of his family con- 
nection and his state patriotism. There is a little too much impatience 
with inconsiderate disturbers of pleasant Connecticut traditions; after 
all, we are reminded, they may be as good as much that passes for 
history, comparatively little of which ' ' can be proved by direct evidence, 
such as seems to be called for to prove the authenticity of our Brother 
Jonathan tradition." B. B. G. 

A short history of the British commonwealth. Volume I. By Ramsay 
Muir. (London : George Philip and son, limited, 1920. 824 p.) 
This first volume extends to the year 1763 and a second volume bring- 
ing the narrative down to the present time is soon to follow. Mr. Muir 
has not followed the traditional perspective of English history, for 
his object is to tell how the present British empire came into being and 
how it works. The whole treatment of the subject is subordinated to 
this larger concept. Naturally in this volume we have to do with the 
beginnings, but more pages than ordinary are devoted to Scotland, Wales, 
and Ireland as storting points in the great expansion. The account of 
the American colonies and of the East India company to 1763 is very 
satisfactory, both being treated from the imperial point of view. Amer- 
ican students will find Mr. Muir's interpretation of the eighteenth 
century, in its local and imperial aspects, illuminating, although he is 
not acquainted with some important contributions to the interpretation 
of this period that have been made by American scholars. 

C. W. A. 



